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Audacity - the Audio Capture, Editing and Effects Software

How to use it to capture sound clips from a PC

Audacity is a cost-free, open source, piece of software that is really useful. It can capture any sound that your computer
is making; playing a CD; streaming sound from a website; even input from a microphone. You can add sorts of effects.

1. Testing it Out
- Make sure your computer is playing music, perhaps a CD in Windows Media Player
- Load Audacity, Click on record o
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You should see the wave forms of the recorded sound
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- Try for a reasonable volume like this -

- If the wave touches the edge of the track too much, there may be distortion.
You may need to change the Media Playerplayback volume or else the Audacity record volume.

- If music is playing, but you see no sound waves, then you need to set the source of the sound in this box to; Wave
or Record Master [Wave =] [FecodMaster 7] ‘ ¢

- Stop the current recording; & - Close down the current track;

2. Recording for real
- Have the music playing software - probably Windows Media Player ready. It is best to pause the
music just before the part you want to capture.

- Click on Record o

- Start the music playing %
- Stop recording after, let's say, a few seconds B »
- Mark the silent lead-in by clicking and dragging \ il W

- Press [Delete] or click on th - ‘ A"
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Now press [Spacebar] to listen to the clip. Click on the track anywhere to move the vertical beam ( player head).
You can trim it further, or else close down this track and record another.

When you have got the sound you want, it's time to save it.

You should Export the track as a WAV file. This is is the uncompressed format that all software that plays sounds can
handle; Clicker 4, Powerpoint etc.

You can Export as MP3 file. This method compresses the file to a smaller size. This format will not work with
Clicker_4. To export a file as an MP3, you need to be able to locate the file lame_enc.dll. For this reason, it's a good
idea to have both Audacity and the Lame module next to each other on a pen drive. This software does not need to
be installed on the PC as most Windows software does. The Audacity programme (.exe file) is all you need.

@ audacity \:ﬁ"J lame_snc.dll

\
The software is all here You need this to save soundfiles in MP3 format October 2007



